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 Once again we are approach-

ing the seasons of Advent and Christ-

mas. And, as this is the place for Pas-

tor’s Ponderings, I recalled an article I 

wrote some years ago that invited 

you to join me in pondering. I am 

sure that you recall how after Jesus’ 
birth and the visit of the shepherds, 

“Mary treasured all these words and 

pondered them in her heart.”  

 There’s another place the 

word ponder shows up — it is in the 

hymn, Praise to the Lord, the Almighty. 

There we are implored to “Ponder 

anew, what the Almighty can do, if 

with his love he befriend you.” When 

the Almighty sent the angel Gabriel 

to announce to Mary that she will 

conceive in her womb and bear a 

son, God did do something incredibly 

new! Because the angel also an-

nounced that Mary is to name the 

child Jesus, which means Savior. So 

quite clearly, with this news God 

chose to befriend us with his love! 

 Every year, it is life giving for 

us to, “ponder anew, what the Al-

mighty can do.” From the prophet 

Isaiah, chapter 43, the LORD says, 

“Do not remember the former 

things, or consider the things of old. I 

am about to do a new thing; now it 

springs forth, do you not perceive it? 

I will make a way in the wilderness 

and rivers in the desert.” It seems 

strange for God to ever say, “Do not 

remember the former things…” Be-

cause God and God’s prophets are 

usually telling us just the opposite – 

to recall and remember all the in-

credible blessings and actions God 

has showered on us. Yet I believe 
that for God’s people at this time, 

living as exiles who were in captivity 

in Babylon, it was likely that they 

were stuck on (and in) the recent 

past or even stuck on (and in) their 

present intractable mess.   

 We too get stuck on (and in) 

our recent past. We also get stuck on 

(and in) our present messes. It may 

be due to gun violence, climate 

change, our deeply polarized politics, 

the wars in the Ukraine and Israel 

and Gaza, or something much more 

specific and immediate for you. Yet  

all of these ways that we can get 

stuck only cause us to limit our ability 

to ponder anew what the Almighty can 

do. Clearly, for those in exile, they 

must have felt certain that their best 

days were in the past and they proba-

bly believed that God had abandoned 

them. When that is the case, hope is 

utterly lacking. So when God does do 

a new thing, as God surely will do(!), 

the Israelites definitely needed to 

ponder anew what the Almighty can 

(Continued on page 9) 



November has been an eventful month for our 

7th, 8th, and 9th Grade Confirmands!   
 

The overnight retreat for 9th Graders began Fri-

day night, November 3rd, with a “Holy Hike” up 

to the City Cemetery and back down through 

the streets of town. A highlight was competing 

to see who could run the fastest using the speed 
monitor on Maple Street! Back at church we 

shared pizza, games, faith statements, prayers, 

and closed the evening with Romans & Chris-

tians – a game that the students will always re-

member! Thank you to Melanie and Zachary for 

joining us! 

On Saturday, Gloria Hill, a co-leader of the Al-

tar Guild, joined us to teach them how to make 

communion bread, banner bookmarks, and 

change the altar paraments. We closed the Re-

treat with rehearsal and the assigning of parts 

for the Confirmation service. 
 

The Veterans Appreciation Dinner/Program was 

the Mentor Event held in Novem-

ber.  Our Confirmands and High 

School Youth honored 17 local Vet-

erans and families for their service 

with a delicious fall supper and pro-

gram following. Eighty people were 

served! A BIG thank you to Carol 

Teigen, Mary Ann Ross and Becky 

Hahn for preparing the meal and to 

Thrivent for the Action Team spon-

sorship. 
 

On November 21st a number of 7th and 8th 

grade Confirmation students learned how to 

make tater tot hot dish and scotcheroos. 

These were part of the meal they delivered to 

Salvation Army Grace Place in New Rich-

mond.  Thanks to the congregation members 

who donated for this meal.  
 

Please note we do not have regular class 

in December.   

Advent meals are served for ALL at 6:00.  Stu-

dents meet in the classroom at 6:45 prior to 

worship at 7:00.  Mentors and Parents are 

urged to join students for worship with a 

worksheet relating to the evening worship 

experience.  
 

December Mentor Event:  Poinsettia Delivery 

Mentors and Confirmands deliver poinsettia 

flowers to many of our elderly congregation 

members throughout the community. Poinset-

tia flowers will be here by Sunday, December 

10th.  Mentors, please use the sign-up sheet 

with names/addresses for delivery. 

 

 

  Wishing you joy, peace,   

   and God’s unending love 

     this Christmas season! 

Confirmation Corner by Jill Logghe 
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I hope your Thanksgiving celebration was won-

derful. I was so proud of our youth with their 

participation in the Veteran's Day program in 

November. We even had youth outside of Holy 

Cross participate in our program, which was 

wonderful to see. Many of those same youth will 
be in the Christmas in the Barn program in De-

cember! 
 

We have a busy December coming up. Christmas 

in the Barn, Cookie Decorating for Christmas in 

the Barn, preparing and serving the Advent Meal 

and our Christmas Party!   
 

We have already begun practicing for Christmas 

in the Barn. It is so delightful to see the commit-

ment by so many of our youth to keep an active 

relationship with God and their church. 

 
  

 

Events to Mark on Your Calendar 
 

December 2nd: Cookie Decorating and Pop-

corn Popping for Christmas in the Barn - 10am 

December 2nd: Christmas in the Barn Dress 

   Rehearsal - 4pm 

December 2nd: Christmas in the Barn  

  Performance - 6:30pm 

December 3rd: Christmas in the Barn  

  Performance - 4:00pm 
 

December 6th: Advent Meal - prep for meal at 

5:00 pm.  Meal at 6:00pm.  

December 6th: DECEMBER YOUTH MEETING 

7:00pm  
 

Christmas party: TBD. 
 

I can't wait to see you all at Christmas in the 

Barn. 

Merry Christmas to all. 

Melanie 

Our next performance will be December 17th 

during the 9:00 a.m. worship service.  It is a 

Christmas program/play called “Christmas 

Letters”.  A correspondence will be sent 

home with each JAMmer, asking for permis-

sion to be in this exciting opportunity to help 

tell the story of Jesus’ birth.  We hope that 
parents will be able to accommodate their 

child’s attendance on that Sunday. 

Jesus and Music held a program on October 29th 

for the congregation. Despite the low number, 

the JAMmers in attendance stepped up and per-

formed their selections with beauty and enthusi-

asm.  The songs were centered around the 

theme  “God is Good, All the Time”.  The con-

gregation showed their appreciation with rousing 

applause. 

High School Youth by Melanie Hill 

JAM News by Bruce Kelm 
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The Mitten Tree is back.  Bless those that are less fortunate 

with the warm gift of Love and Giving.  Hand Made or pur-

chased mittens, gloves, hats, and scarves will be donated to 

Grace Place and WestCap.  The tree will be up in the Nar-

thex November 19th-December 20th at which time the items 

collected will be delivered. 

Thank You Sue Kahler for setting up this drive. 

Let’s completely cover the tree this year!! 

Giving Tree — Mitten Tree 



 

  

Christmas in the Barn  
Live Nativity Program  

 
With camel, sheep, donkey, goats, and rabbits!!  

Presented by Holy Cross Lutheran Church  
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

December 2nd @ 6:30 p.m.  

December 3rd @ 4:00 p.m.  
Refreshments served.                  Everyone is invited to this free event!  

*Venue is heated with bleacher seating.  
 

 Hosted by Topline Equine Dr. Jennifer & Dean Teigen  

3087 130th Avenue, 1 mile south of Glenwood City off Hwy 128.   
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Sundays in Advent 
 

December 3rd, Worship at 9:00 a.m. with Holy 
Communion – Hope Lives!  
 

December 10th, Music Sunday at 9:00 a.m. with 
our talented vocal choir and bell choir  
beautifully complementing our worship and prayer 
that Peace Grows! 
 

December 17th, JAM Christmas Program at 9:00 
a.m. Our students will present 
the program Christmas Letters 
and share the message of the 
season that Love Unites! 
 

December 24th at 9:00 a.m. - 
the 4th Sunday of Advent we will 
gather to worship and celebrate 
that Joy Overflows! 

Advent Season 

Midweek Advent Meals and Worship with 
Holden Evening Prayer 
 

Wednesday, December 6th 6:00 meal  
provided by our Senior High Youth  
– 7:00 worship 
 

Wednesday, December 13th 6:00 meal  
provided by Church Council – 7:00 worship 
 

Wednesday, December 20th 6:00 meal  
provided by WELCA group – 7:00 worship 

Christmas Eve and Christmas Day 
 

December 24th at 4:00 p.m. we will gather as 
a whole congregation by candlelight on the 
holiest night of the year. We will celebrate our 
dear Savior’s birth with the singing of plenty of 
the most beloved Christmas carols, with Holy 
Communion, and the lighting of individual can-
dles for the singing of Silent Night. 
December 25th at 10:00 a.m. we will again be 
celebrating our Savior Jesus’ birth as we sing 
Christmas Carols and gather to receive the gift 
of Holy Communion. 



12/5 Darlene Peterson 

 Scott Teigen 

12/6 Amara Booth 

12/7 Brandon Brahmer 

12/9 Gretchen Hanson 

 Nicole Goossen 

12/10 Hannah Ludtke 

 Leslie Ludtke 

 Connor Tews 

12/11 Jim Luepke 

 Dustin Rassbach 

 Jenna McCarthy 

12//12 Gwen Wittmer 

 Barbara Hagen 

 Max Peterson 
12/1 Jordan Logghe 

12/3 Susan Anderson 

12/14 Joann Berends 

 Eric Hoffman 

 Elizabeth Erickson 

 Brayden Hill 

12/15 Al Anderson 

 Jonathan Zielske 

12/16 Julie Olson 

12/18 Geraldine Luepke 

 Becky Hahn 

12/19 Deelia Hoffman 

12/22 Elek Anderson 

12/23 Linda Klinger 

 Elsja Meijer 

12/24 Julie Anderson 

 Aaron Brigham 

 Logan Brahmer 

December Birthdays 
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December             2023 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 2 
6:30pm-Christmas 

in the Barn 

3 
8am– Choir Practice 

9am—Worship 

10:10—Fellowship 
4:00pm-Christmas in 

the Barn 

4 
11:00am Bible  

     Study 

5 6 
3:30pm-JAM 

6:00pm—Advent Supper 

7:00pm-Worship 

7:00pm—Youth Meeting 

7:45 –Bell Choir  

7 8 9 

10 Music Sunday 

8am—Choir Practice 

9am—Worship 

10:10—Fellowship 

11 
11:00am Bible Study 

1:30pm Resources 

7:00pm Council 

12 
10:30am Glenhaven 

    Worship 

6:00pmThreads of 

     Love 

13 
3:30pm-JAM 

6:00pm—Advent Supper 

7:00pm-Worship 

14 
8:00am Quilting 
1:00pm 

WELCA 

15 
Newsletter 

Deadline 

16 

17 
9am—JAM  

  Christmas Program 

10:10—Fellowship 

18 
11:00am Bible  

     Study 

19 20 
3:30pm-JAM 

6:00pm—Advent Supper 

7:00pm-Worship 

21 22 23 

24 Christmas Eve 

9am—Worship 

10:10—Fellowship 

4pm— Worship 

25 Christmas Day 

10:00am Worship 

26 27 
NO  

   Wednesday Activities 

28 29 30 

31New Year’s Eve 

9am—Worship 

10:10—Fellowship 

      

12/26 Dan Groves 

12/27 David Schroeder 

 Cheryl Hoffman 

 Jonathan Bartz 

 Joshua Wildenberg 

 Jackson Logghe 

 Emily Tews 

12/28 Daniel Lee 

12/29 Corey Klatt 

 Jacob Thompson 

12/30 Trevor Larson 

 Anna Drinkman 

 Lyla Drinkman 

12/31 Emma Goossen 
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Council Minutes 11/20/2023 

Meeting called to order @ 7:12pm 
Attendance: Derrick Oberle, April Goodwin, Amber Hoffman, Pastor Jonathan, Dave Anderson, Angela 

Jeske, Jill Logghe 
 

April motioned to approve the agenda, Angela second. 
Dave motioned to approve the secretary’s report, with a change to the council business section of 

minutes, Sign-up will be for the 4th Sunday not the 3rd for serving coffee hour. Report second by April. 
 

Faith and Life Team 
• JAM Update-Going well, huge thanks to all that have stepped up to help out in Bruce’s ab-

sence while out with knee injury 

• Confirmation Class Update- Going well! Mentor event will be poinsettia delivery 
• 9th Grade Confirmation Retreat and Worship service on November 12th- successful and 

everyone had fun. All were in attendance! 

• Thanksgiving Worship 11/21/2023 

• Advent and Christmas Worship Calendar/Times 

o Christmas Eve Worship will be at 4:00 

o Christmas Day Worship will be at 10:00am 
 

FUN Ministry Team Report 
• Trunk or Treat on Sunday, Oct. 29 was the best attendance to date! Thank you to everyone 

who helped make it happen and successful  
• Veterans Appreciation- wonderful turnout, served about 80 people. Thank you to all veter-

ans, your service and sacrifices is much appreciated 
• Grace Place Meal- Preparing on 11/21- Almost the whole meal has been covered and dona-

tions are greatly appreciated 
• Christmas in the Barn- Saturday and Sunday December 2nd and 3rd, practice is underway 

and kids are doing great. Should be another great year of Christmas in the Barn. 
 

Property and Management 
• Fairstand Work Meeting/Discussion for 2024 has been rescheduled for January 14th follow-

ing church service 
• Roof work next year-insurance check will be held and not used until more discussion hap-

pens with insurance and members involved 
 

Resources        

• Motion by Angela to approve the Financial report as printed for November, second by Jill 

• New procedures will be discussed for office flow and best practices for invoice and bill pay 

• Need to begin working on budget for 2024 
  

Council Business 

• Serving Coffee Hour on December 3 - Amber & Angela 

• Serving Advent Meal on December 13 - Spaghetti, Garlic Bread & Salad 
 

Next Meeting scheduled for December 11th @ 7:00                          

Meeting adjourned at 8:55PM 



During this special time of the year, we pause to reflect on all we are thankful for.  Family, friends, 

faith, and of course, since we are the Resource Team, we also include finances.  We are thankful 

to all of you and your faithful giving.  This year we have had some major expenditures with the 

front door and steeple repairs.  Our total checkbook balance looks very healthy at $40,236, but 

we need to keep in mind that we are holding $6,000 in restricted funds for future fair stand im-

provements and $9,835 in restricted funds that came in for Casas por Cristo donations and will 

go to pay for the housing materials for the home in Guatemala next month.  We have several oth-

er restricted funds leaving our unrestricted fund balance at $15,967. 
 

While $15,967 seems healthy and we are blessed to have it, we are down from the $25,546 that 

we started the year with.  Again, we did have some major expenses this year, but we are hoping 

we can build our unrestricted fund balance up before the end of the year to give us more of a 

cushion in the event of an unexpected emergency.  As we enter this Christmas season and you 

consider how God has blessed you this past year, we ask you to prayerfully consider your giving 

to the church.  Thanks so much to every one of you for your continued support to the missions 

and ministry of Holy Cross!   

doing, to take part in what is springing forth, 

and to experience the new way God makes 

in the wilderness. So join with Mary to pon-

der anew — and may the Holy Spirit fill you 

with wonder at all that God is doing to trans-

form you and the world. Be assured, the best 

is still to come.  

do. Because God indeed was, with his love, 

continuing to befriend them. 

 The season of Advent is meant to be a 

time of preparation and anticipatory waiting. 

Yet in the rush and busy-ness of all of our 

preparations for Christmas, we often leave 
little time to ponder, to wonder, to wait, or 

reflect. But as we hear from Isaiah, God 

wants us to perceive the new things he is  

(Continued from page 1) 

Financial Update 

Pastors Ponderings Continued... 
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615 Maple St 
PO Box 65 

Glenwood City WI 54013 

Phone: 715-265-4411 
gcholycross@cltcomm.net 

 
Facebook: www.facebook.com/

gcholycross 

HOLY CROSS 

LUTHERAN CHURCH 

Kirah Marie Krueger, Parents:  Morgan and Lisa Krueger 
Addisyn Morgan Petersen, Parents:  Bill and Ericka Petersen 
Clayton Joseph Thayer, Parents:  Scott Thayer;  Jennie & Travis Teigen 
Langston Charles Walz, Parents:  Gabe and Christa Walz 
Tori Elizabeth Ohman, Parents:  Rob and Misty Ohman 
Eli Jared Oberle, Parents:  Derrick and Tammy Oberle 
Max Danny Peterson, Parents:  Barry and Carrie Peterson 
Jaxin Allen Lee Olson, Parents:  Jess Olson; Keith & Felisha Olson 

Called by the Holy Spirit to Come, to Grow, to Live as Disciples of Jesus Christ 

CONFIRMATION CLASS 2023 




